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tional government, is the conclusion of Annie 
Woodman Stocking, Teheran, in an article 
in the October Moslem World, entitled "The 
New Woman in Persia." The change in 
woman's station is especially noticed in the 
reform of her dress, social station, and 
method of education. 

A New Synthetic Religion in India 

H. D. Griswold, Lahore, in the October 
Moslem World, describes "The Ahmadiya 
Movement ' ' in India. The ' ' movement "is 
rooted in the teachings of Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad, who died in 1908. Ahmad made 
three claims: he represented himself as the 
promised Messiah of the Christians, the 
promised Ahmad of the Mohammedans, and 
the promised future incarnation expected by 



the Hindus. The sect is conservatively 
estimated to number 50,000, among whom 
are reported to be a number of university 
men. It has been in existence several years, 
and, although it had and is still having con- 
siderable vogue, its influence is said gradu- 
ally to be diminishing. The author raises 
the question whether it will eventually be 
absorbed by Christianity. The founder 
made the remarkable claim that Jesus, in- 
stead of dying on the cross, went to India 
to preach to the ten lost tribes of Israel 
whom he supposed to be living there, and 
ultimately met his death and was buried 
there. Followers of Ahmad believe that 
Jesus' tomb exists in the village of Qadian, 
Gurdaspur District, Punjab. 



CHURCH EFFICIENCY 



The Canadian Churches and Missions 

The annual meeting of the Council of 
the Canadian branch of the Layman's 
Missionary Movement was held in Toronto 
on November 8. The reports show that up 
to date a splendid work has been done in 
stimulating the churches to larger benefi- 
cence. During the last year the Protes- 
tant churches of Canada contributed for 
missionary objects practically $2,500,000. 
This is an average of over $2 . 60 per member, 
and shows an increase from the giving of 
five years ago of over 66 per cent. The 
Council is greatly encouraged and considers 
that there is yet large scope for its inspira- 
tional activities. 

Fighting Materialism in Western 
Canada 

The "Mission of Help" was organized 
by the Anglican communion to meet certain 
gravely felt needs in the great Canadian 
West. The aim was a revival of spiritual 
religion as an offset to the strongly material- 
istic tendencies which dominate so much of 
the life of this new and growing country. 
Many of the Anglican leaders of England 



responded to the urgent call and rendered 
splendid assistance to the local clergy. 
Missions were held in many out-of-the-way 
places as well as in all the important 
centers from Winnipeg to the Mountains. 
Such an organized movement cannot fail 
to be a wholesome influence in the national 
life of the country. 

The Needs of the Rural Churches 

Joseph H. Odell, writing in the November 
issue of Munsey's Magazine, comes to the 
conclusion that the solution of the problem 
at present facing the country church 
depends upon the better education of rural 
ministers and the co-operation and coa- 
lescence of local congregations. The prob- 
lem to be met, according to the writer, is 
that of satisfying the social, educational, 
and religious needs of the country com- 
munity. 

The validity of Mr. OdelPs conclusions 
depends upon whether the statistics given 
may be regarded as typical of the country at 
large. The figures furnished concern a 
township in eastern Pennsylvania and three 
counties, Daviess, Marshall, and Boone, in 
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Indiana. In the Indiana counties he finds 
that about one-third of the total combined 
population is unchurched. More details 
are given regarding the township in Pennsyl- 
vania. Here there are fourteen congrega- 
tions representing ten denominations wor- 
shiping in ten churches; $30,000 is invested 
in church property, $4,180 is raised by the 
churches yearly, $500 is sent into the town- 
ship annually by denominational home- 
mission boards; the combined membership 
is 405, or about 36 per cent of the population 
of the township; the average church mem- 
bership is 29; each member contributes 
$10.07 a year; the average Sunday morning 
attendance per church is 40; none of the ten 
ministers receives more than $750 per year; 
one minister has a regular college and 
theological training, and seven have little 
more than a high-school education. 

These figures, contends the writer, show 
that the church is at present ministering 
to only a part of the people, and that it is 
doing that ministering poorly. It is making 
no effort to meet the social and educational 
need. This failure to do its duty is due to 
inefficient ministers and to over-churching. 
The minister ought to be better trained. 
"He should," says Mr. Odell, "know some- 
thing of the regeneration of the soil as well 
as of the soul." By the coalescing of a 
number of local churches the resulting 
congregation will be enabled to maintain a 
plant which will draw the entire community 
to it and which will enable it to furnish a 
worthy expression of its life. 



Another writer, Rev. Charles King, 
Louisiana, Mo., has recently expressed 
himself in print on the question of the 
country church and what it must do to 
meet its problem. His opinions are con- 
tained in a booklet entitled The Rural 
Church Problem. The volume is a series of 
addresses delivered in August, 1912, before 
the Missouri Baptist Assembly, Arcadia 
Heights, near Ironton. The chapter head- 
ings are as follows: "An Introductory 
Chapter," "Rural Church Conditions," 
"Rural Church Experts," "The Rural 
Ministry, and Rural Evangelism," "The 
Rural Church Program," and "A Final 
Chapter." A brief bibliography is given 
on the last page. 

In the chapter on "The Rural Church 
Program" the author mentions some of the 
things which in his opinion the country 
church must do to meet the situation con- 
fronting it. It must "fear God," get a 
"vision of service," have "frequent gather- 
ings," instil a more compelling "recognition 
of stewardship" among the people, attend 
to "indoctrination," support "good Bible 
schools," have frequent "testimony meet- 
ings," find the best "local leaders" possible, 
cultivate "those people living on the margin 
of its territory," and radiate "cordiality 
and hospitality." Among contributing 
remedies are mentioned the encouragement 
of better living, adequate equipment, 
women's meetings, singing schools, good 
roads, and social and recreational gatherings. 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 



Federated Theological Seminaries 

The Independent, commenting editorially 
in its issue of October 31 on the recent union 
of the Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian, 
and Congregational theological faculties 
affiliated with McGill University, compli- 
ments the Canadian churches on being in 
advance of those in the United States in 
this "first union of seminaries," as the 



"proposed union of those about San 
Francisco hangs fire." The writer seems to 
think the spirit of union in the United 
States is not yet fully developed, and cites 
as an example of this opinion a quotation 
from the inaugural address of Dr. Tipple, 
the new president of Drew Theological 
Seminary. Dr. Tipple is represented as 
saying: "Most theological seminaries are 



